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National Assembly for Wales 
Cross-Party Housing Group Meeting 

12.30-1.30pm, 9 May 2017 
Futures Gallery, The Pierhead Building, Cardiff Bay 

        

 
Attendees  
 
Mike Hedges AM (Chair) 
Ryland Doyle (Office of Mike Hedges AM) 
Aaron Hill (CHC) 
David Palmer (Wales Cooperative Centre) 
David Morgan (RICS Cymru) 
John Puzey (Shelter Cymru) 
Mark Bodger (CITB) 
Katie Dalton (Cymorth Cymru) 
Callum Higgins (Citizens Advice Bureau)  
Gwendolyn Sterk (Welsh Women’s Aid) 
Matt Dicks (CIH Cymru) 
Matt Kennedy (CIH Cymru) 
Mark Harris (HBF) 
David Wilton (TPAS Cymru) 
Peter Wong (Office of Jenny Rathbone AM) 
Mia Rees (The Wallich) 
Daniel Bellis (RLA Cymru) 

 
 
Minutes 

 
1.  Skills to deliver the 20,000 affordable homes target  
 

Mark Bodger from the CITB updated the group on the current and future pressures 
facing demand for housing and the corresponding challenges in ensuring a 
consistent flow of skills within the construction workforce.  

 
MB referred to a recent report published by the CITB on off-site construction. The full 
report is available here.  
 
Aaron Hill welcomed the focus of the presentation and highlighted work that 
Community Housing Cymru is undertaking in partnership with the Bevan Foundation 
to look at the skills needed to deliver homes post-Brexit.  
 

https://www.citb.co.uk/documents/research/offsite_construction/offsite_construction_full_report_20170410.pdf
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AH highlighted the project run by Coast Housing Group in the West Midlands where 
tenants are employed in skilled work on the housing stock. AH also highlighted the 
role the Housing Pact and the apprenticeship opportunities that will come with this.  
 
John Puzey asked that MB expand on challenges around off-site construction and 
the knock-on effect on the wellbeing of future generations. MB confirmed that some 
challenges may be realised as construction taking place outside of Wales could 
impact on Welsh language and impact local skills.  
 
JP raise concern on the quality of systems building noting the example of pre-fabs. 
MB agreed the history wasn’t great but suggested utilising timber frame in the new 
design approach would be important but that this alone wouldn’t be the answer 
overall.  
 
Mike Hedges AM raised a question on problems with non-traditional build. MB 
highlighted that theory has moved on and that other countries are now seeing 
success by utilising this method.  
 
MH reflected that the current 20,000 affordable home target would have been 
considered small decades ago. MB said that skills in the sector had increased 
considerable in-line with new approaches and felt it was vital that it is seen as a 
career of choice.  
 
Peter Wong questioned if skills projections took into account carbon neutral housing. 
MB suggested that statistics do take a view of the whole workforce. MH suggested 
that the attractiveness of some of the new skills and methods may be an issue.  
 

 
 
2. Checklist for AMs, Homelessness & the Housing (Wales) Act 
 

JP reminded the group that he along with Mia Rees were asked to put forward a 
checklist for AMs to use in discussion with LAs to consider the extent to which the 
new approach was being implemented.  
 
MR added that use of the tool would provide an opportunity for AMs to find out about 
best practice and identify any gaps. MR to circulate the list for AMs to use.  
 
MH asked how the ability for LAs to act with flexibility was working. MR suggested 
that the 56 days is helpful, particularly in supporting families. JP highlighted that the 
figures do suggest some positive news but that a user performance indicator should 
be in place to help asses the impact of the legislation on people’s lives.  
 
Daniel Bellis fed back that their PRS members are finding little help in working 
proactively to avoid eviction. David Palmer raised the challenges around supporting 
ex-offenders, suggesting there was a role for everybody in the room.  
 
 
 
 

 
 



3 
 

3. Supporting People update  
 

Katie Dalton highlighted research conducted with service users who had reflected on 
the impact Supporting People had on their lives. Some fed-back that without support 
they’d be dead, whilst other suggested they’d be homeless.  
 
KD highlight the role Supporting People has in working further up the chain than the 
homelessness prevention work, so this would need to be monitored and impact 
assessed.  
 
KD reflected on the Supported Housing Review and highlighted the challenges 
caused by applying the Local Housing Allowance cap to supported accommodation. 
KD noted the progress in devolved funding but highlighted more information was 
needed on ring-fencing and distribution to offer certainty.  
 
Matthew Dicks asked if there was an estimate on the size of the pot required. KD 
said that this would be assessed, but concerns around how this pot would grow in 
line with demand. AH raised an additional concern on if there would be figure base 
don what England spends.  
 
 

4.  AOB 
 

AH highlighted the Homes for Wales campaign that was re-convening to highlighted 
the challenges around housing supply and welfare in the run-up to the Local 
Government elections. A hustings event would be taking place on May 23rd.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


